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Spring Construction? 
Know Before You Build!!  

Spring is in the air, we’ve gotten a taste of summer 
with a few warm, sunny days, and we naturally start 
thinking of all the ways we can improve our outdoor 
living and garden areas before the summer really 
gets into full swing.  Some improvements require 
prior approval from the Vantage HOA Architectural 
Committee, though, so be sure to do a little advance 
planning first. 

The Architectural Committee (AC) was created by 
the Vantage Board of Directors under Article V of the 
Vantage Covenants.  The AC receives all 
applications for approval of improvements that 
require approval.  It is important to note that AC 
approval is not an alternative to any county permits 
a project may need in addition to AC approval. 

The AC has adopted guidelines that explain in detail 
the kinds of projects that do require AC approval 
and those that do not.   You might be surprised at 
some of the projects that require AC approval before 
the project can commence:  in addition to major 
home alterations, AC approval is also required for 
certain kinds of non-wood decks, new fencing or 
retaining walls, sheds, play equipment greater than 
eight feet tall, non-standard siding replacement, and 
re-painting the home a different color.  The AC 
guidelines are available on the Vantage community 
website at http://www.vantagehoa.org/wp-
content/uploads/2008/05/AC-Guidelines.pdf. 
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visit www.vantagehoa.org.  
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Message from Supervisor McKay 

I chose public service as a career 
because I wanted to solve problems and 
help make my community a good place to 
live and work. That’s why the economic 
storms of the recent years have been so 
frustrating. As our community needs have 
grown, our financial resources have 
shrunk and federal and state 
governments, shaken by the same 
economic forces, have shifted more of 
the burdens to local governments. 

The budget for FY16 that my colleagues 
and I adopted on April 28 reflects the 
past eight years of belt tightening and 
shifting of resources. While it may not be 
a budget we can love, I believe it’s one 
we can live with and it’s the product of 
long months of work and feedback from 
public hearings, town hall meetings, 
letters, emails, and phone calls.  

In keeping with education as our priority—
52.7 percent of our General Fund 
budget—we came very close to fully 
funding the School Board’s request with 
an increase of over $66 million (including 
funding for School Debt Service) over last 
year.  This is the closest we’ve come in 
many years to being able to fund the 
School Board’s request. In FY16, the 
Schools will receive almost 2/3 of the 
entire increase in General Fund Revenue. 
We also kept our commitment to allocate 
funding to both the County and Schools 
for Infrastructure Investment and School 
Construction through FY15 Carryover 
balances. 

The FY16 budget also adds several key 
economic growth positions, especially 
important for our Route One 
revitalization efforts. We restored the 
cuts to critical human services 
programs that appeared in the County 
Executive’s proposed budget. These 
include Healthy Families, as well as 
mental health services in the jail, and 
detoxification diversion positions.  We 
also restored enforcement of the grass 
ordinance, an important tool for keeping 
our neighborhoods healthy. 

We were able to hold the line on our 
current tax rate of $1.09, especially 
important as the economic recovery has 
had the largest impact on 
neighborhoods that were hard hit during 
the recession. Mindful of the need to 
retain our triple A bond rating, we 
bolstered our reserves and avoided 
using one-time funding for recurring 
needs.  Our triple A bond rating is very 
important—because of our status with 
the three major rating agencies, we’ve 
saved an estimated $684.03 million 
from our bond and refunding sales. 

I would like to thank everyone who 
contacted me and let me know what 
was important to them. Please know 
that your opinion counts. 
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The AC process is fairly simple.  All 
requests for approval must be submitted in 
writing on the submission form that 
accompanies the AC guidelines.  No verbal 
requests will be accepted.  The request 
form must be accompanied by applicable 
plans, diagrams, manufacturer literature, 
color and/or type material samples and 
any other items necessary to describe the 
proposed project.  The AC reviews requests 
to ensure compatibility and conformance 
to characteristics of housing style, with 
further consideration to the site, 
surrounding homes, and the Vantage 
community as a whole.  Most requests are 
decided within thirty days after the date of 
the AC’s receipt of the request.  In the 
event a request is denied by the AC, the 
AC’s decision may be appealed to the 
Vantage HOA Board of Directors.  The AC 
guidelines describe this process. 

If no prior approval is received for a 
project, the Vantage HOA will have to 
include this information in any required 
disclosure package when the property is 
next to be sold.  Moreover, residents may 
complain to the Vantage HOA Board of 
Directors if concerned about the project.  
The Vantage HOA Board of Directors’ 
procedures for such complains are also 
available on the Vantage website. 

Build, continued from page 1… 
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THE ROSE HILL PLAYERS PRESENT 

 
ALICE @ WONDERLAND 

  
What would happen if a 21st-century Alice collided with Lewis Carroll’s legendary 
Wonderland? This modern retelling of the classic children’s story has all of the 
characters you know and love, including the Mad Hatter, the Cheshire Cat, and the 
Queen of Hearts. With cell phone in hand, a present-day Alice encounters the 
Wonderland so many of us treasure in a musical that appeals to both children and 
adults. 
  
Join us for performances at Thomas A. Edison High School (5801 Franconia Rd., 
Alexandria) on Friday, May 15th at 7pm and Saturday, May 16th at 1pm and 7pm.  Tickets 
will be available at the door ($5 for adults, $3 for children, $1 for children at 
matinee).  Concessions will be available. 

Vantage HOA Dues Notices Arriving Soon ! ! 
It’s that time of year again – Vantage HOA dues are in the mail!  Please take a moment 
to pay your dues on time.  The Vantage HOA dues are very low compared to other 
homeowner association dues, but dues are vital to the HOA being able to maintain 
community property, offer community events like the Fall picnic and Santa’s visit every 
year and meet its other obligations as an association.  Dues are mandatory and a lien 
will be placed on your home if you do not pay them.  It is also important to note that dues 
are not paid from an escrow account with your mortgage bank – it is your responsibility 
to pay the dues directly. 

If you have any questions about your dues statement, please contact the Vantage Board 
Treasurer, Rita Staib, right away.  Her contact information is on the last page of this 
newsletter. 
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Looking for a local, trusted photographer to capture your memories? Look no further than

in your own neighborhood! Specializing in newborns, couples, family, maternity, or beauty

photography. 

Daisy Bell Photography offers 25% discount on session and collection packages to

neighbors and friends. For booking or questions, please contact Bryanna at

www.DaisyBellPhotography.com  or 863-529-9679. 

Whetstone Wildlife  -  First Sighting of an 
Indigo Bunting !! 

	  	  
After 20 years of feeding birds, for the first time, we 
saw a beautiful male Indigo Bunting!  It ate from our 
seed feeder, our commercial suet seed cake, and 
drank from the bird bath. The Indigo Bunting is 
almost a teal blue, a little bright, and prettier, I 
think, than the Blue Grosbeak. The female might be 
confused with a sparrow as she has brown tones. 
  
The Indigo Bunting comes to the eastern US in April 
and May, from wintering in Mexico, etc.  Have been 
told, it usually does not eat from seed feeders, but 
will if when it arrives, its natural food is not yet 
available.  Often they travel solitary. 
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Find Vantage on the Web! 
Did you know that the Vantage community has a website?  Come visit us at www.vantagehoa.org.  In 
addition to providing minutes from Board meetings and sample disclosure package materials, the 
website sports a discussion forum and a calendar of upcoming events in the community.  We also post 
pictures from community events.  Learn about what’s going on in our community, find out when the 
next yard sale will be, or post questions or comments for neighbors to answer and discuss.  You can 
also download the latest issue of The Villager in full color!   

Vantage also has a presence on Facebook!  Join your neighbors in liking Vantage at 
www.facebook.com/vantageresidents.  It is intended as another way to share information:  post 
about services sought or offered like babysitting or dog walking; ask how-to questions or respond with 
recommendations; notify neighbors of good or bad experiences with contractors; or alert neighbors to 
crime or suspicious activities.   

Write for The Vil lager! ! 

Have you gone on an interesting trip lately?  Do you want to alert neighbors to an issue or concern that 
may affect them?  Is your child in a school play?  Tell the community about it!  If you have news you 
would like to share with the Vantage community, submit an article for a future issue to 
vantagevillager@yahoo.com.  All submissions will be reviewed by the editors and published subject to 
space available and subject matter. 
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Travel 

 By Edna St. Vincent Millay 
 
The railroad track is miles away, 
   And the day is loud with voices speaking, 
Yet there isn’t a train goes by all day 
   But I hear its whistle shrieking. 

 
All night there isn’t a train goes by, 
   Though the night is still for sleep and dreaming, 
But I see its cinders red on the sky, 
   And hear its engine steaming. 

 
My heart is warm with the friends I make, 
   And better friends I’ll not be knowing; 
Yet there isn’t a train I wouldn’t take, 
   No matter where it’s going. 

 
 

Grown-Up 
By Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 
Was it for this I uttered prayers, 
And sobbed and cursed and kicked the stairs, 
That now, domestic as a plate, 
I should retire at half-past eight? 
 
 

First Fig 
By Edna St. Vincent Millay 

 
My candle burns at both ends; 
   It will not last the night; 
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends –  
   It gives a lovely light! 

Poetry Corner 

THE LAUGH BOX 
 
 

Q. What did Mars say to Saturn? 
A. Give me a ring sometime! 
 
Q. How do you organize a space party? 
A. You planet! 
 
Q. Why did the clock in the cafeteria run 
slow? 
A. It always went back four seconds! 
 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/jokes/to

pics/time.shtml 

Community Calendar 
 

May 5 – Cinco de Mayo 

May 10 – Mother’s Day 

May 16 – Armed Forces Day 

May 25 – Memorial Day 

June 14 – Flag Day 

June 18 – Ramadan starts 

June 19 – FCPS Last Day of School 

June 21 – Father’s Day 

July 4 – Independence Day 
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OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, May 17 

12:00 pm – 4:00 pm 
 
 

 
Pool Slide    Swim Team     Raft Nights 
Bath House    Swim Lessons for Children   Adult Socials 
Tot Lot    Family Socials    Large Deck Area 

 
Come join us for free food and tours of the pool! 

6500 Virginia Hills Pool Drive 
(on Dorset just off Telegraph/behind Lee District Park) 

 
Join Today! 

 
info@vahillspool.org  703-329-2360 

Visit us online for more info www.vahillspool.org. 
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The Villager is an independent publication for the enjoyment of current and prospective members of the Vantage Homeowners 
Association community.  The Villager is not affiliated with the Vantage Homeowners Association or its Board, and any views expressed 
herein are solely those of the author(s). 

Community Contact Information 
Board of Directors 
 
Hal Allen, President 
 E-mail:  hallen4409@aol.com 
 
Earl Hughes, Vice President 
 E-mail:  earlhughes@verizon.net 
 
Rita Staib, Treasurer 
 E-mail:  rsvantagehoa@gmail.com 
 
Jane Rueger, Secretary 
 E-mail:  jane.robin@verizon.net 
 
Dave Balandrin, Director 
 E-mail: dave.balandrin@gmail.com 
 
Pat English, Director 
 E-mail:  pae630@verizon.net 
 
Tony O’Connor, Director 
 E-mail:  tonyoconnor1234@aol.com 
 
Stefanie Walter, Director 
 E-mail:  swalter.vantage@gmail.com 
 
Sel l ing Your Home? 
 
If you are planning to sell your home, you need to 
request a disclosure package from the Association.   
A written request should be mailed to the address 
below, including the current owners’ names, street 
address of the property, street address to which the 
disclosure package should be mailed, and a check for 
$50 payable to Vantage Homes Association.  Please 
permit a minimum of two weeks to process your 
request. 
Vantage Homes Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6503 
Alexandria, VA  22306-0503 

Committees and Outreach 
 
Architectural Control 
 Earl Hughes (earlhughes@verizon.net) 
 
Common Grounds & Environmental 
 Earl Hughes (earlhughes@verizon.net) 
 
Private Streets 
 Hal Allen (hallen4409@aol.com) 
 
Lee District Land Use Advisory 
 Elizabeth Tsui (202-280-9936) 
 
Vantage Website (www.vantagehoa.org) 
 Kalvin Miller (webmaster@vantagehoa.org) 
 
Welcoming 
 Karen Purdham, Chair (703-768-5594) 
 
Playground 

Dave Balandrin (dave.balandrin@gmail.com) 
 
Neighborhood Watch 
 [Vacant] 
 
Yard Sale 
 [Vacant] 
 
Adopt-A-Highway 
 Ed Boardman (703-768-1706) 
 

Vantage Needs You! 

Are you looking for a way to become more 
involved with your community?  As you can 
see, Vantage has several vacancies for 
committees that are important to making our 
community a vibrant and welcoming place.  
Let one of the Board of Directors know if you 
can help out!  


