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Changes to the Villager 
 

This will be the last Villager to be distributed in print.  
The Villager has a long tradition with issues going 
back to the mid-70s when the community was just 
built and we are a little sad to have to make this 
change.  

But our current volunteer deliverers are not able to 
continue delivering the Villager, and we have not 
been able to find anyone willing to deliver to the 
entire neighborhood to fill their shoes.  Also, we 
have heard from some members of the community 
who prefer not to receive print copies but would 
rather read Villager online. 

So hereafter we will continue to bring you new 
material periodically via the Vantage HOA website 
on our new Villager blog.  The Vantage Website 
(www.vantagehoa.org) will soon be redecorated but 
check back in with us there for updates and 
community news. 

Also, we'd like to feature some new community 
photographs in the photo gallery and throughout the 
website. If you'd like to submit a photo for 
consideration, please send it to 
webmaster@vantagehoa.org with the subject 
"Vantage Photos". Be sure to include your full name 
and an approximate date (month/year) of the photo 
so that we can provide proper attribution. 
 
Are you an original owner or longtime member of the 
Vantage neighborhood? We'd love to see and 
feature your historical photos as well! 

To see the color version of the Villager, please 
visit www.vantagehoa.org.  
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Message from Supervisor McKay 

Payday and car title lenders offer quick 
loans at exorbitant interest rates--as high 
as 268 percent. Not only do these 
lenders target poor and desperate 
individuals but they also signal decline in 
a community and deter other stores, 
restaurants, and small businesses from 
moving to these neighborhoods. There's 
been an explosion of them in Northern 
Virginia and in 2013, Supervisors Hyland 
and Gross joined me in directing County 
zoning staff to research the 
County's regulatory and land use options 
for regulating them. 

 

In 2011, the Virginia General Assembly 
passed a bill allowing car title lenders to 
extend credit to out-of-state drivers. The 
result: Virginia has attracted people who 
need cash but live in the District, 
Maryland, or other nearby states where 
interest rates are capped and such 
businesses are discouraged or 
prohibited. 

 

Virginia is a Dillon Rule state where 
Counties cannot pass legislation without 
state enabling legislation. While we 
cannot legally ban these businesses, we 
can restrict their location. At the 
September 22 Board of Supervisors 
meeting, we began this process by 
authorizing public hearings on proposed 
new zoning regulations. 

Under current regulations, payday and 
car title lenders can operate by-right in 
the same locations as commercial 
banks. Under the proposed regulations, 
they would be banned from the County's 
revitalization districts (although there 
are some areas where they could still 
locate by-right). Where 
permitted, they would have to be 
located within shopping centers rather 
than stand-alone locations. Additionally: 

 

• Only one such lender per 
shopping center would be 
allowed. 

• Lenders could not locate in any 
shopping centers next to or 
across from any public use, house 
of worship, child care center, 
private school, or quasi-public 
athletic field and related facility. 

• Hours of operation would be 
limited (8 a.m. to 6 p.m.). 

• Cars could not be stored on the 
property. 

 
 
The Planning Commission will hold a 
public hearing on these regulations on 
October 21; the Board of Supervisors 
public hearing is November 17. These 
hearings must take place before the 
new regulations can be adopted. 
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Don’t Forget To Vote 
Dear Neighbor, 

As summer is winding down and we all look forward to the crisp fall air, Halloween, and school buses, I 
want to remind you of a unique, and quite sacred American activity: voting.  Virginia has elections every 
year. Some folks might consider it a hassle; I delight in the opportunity – for several reasons: 

• As an active citizen, it gives me an opportunity to make my voice heard, to interact with elected 
officials who are meeting people, talking about issues and priorities, as they are asking for our 
votes. 

• As an immigrant and a naturalized citizen, the annual election is a celebratory reminder of the 
privilege of living in a democracy, and the opportunities of this nation that are rare in this world.   

• And, as a candidate myself this year, November 3rd will be a culmination of many months’ hard 
work for myself, my team, and many dedicated volunteers who have spent hours knocking on 
doors, calling people, and writing letters to help us win this election. 

In the non-federal years, Virginians get to elect the Senators, Delegates, Supervisors, School Board 
Members, Clerk of the Court, Sheriff, and Soil and Water Board members.  Many of these offices you have 
never heard of; the names of your local government representatives remain a mystery to most.  But I urge 
you to treat this election year as *more* important than a federal election, not less.   

Your local government is making decisions about your schools, your roads, your real estate and personal 
property taxes. They determine how to allocate our tax dollars, where to focus economic development, and 
how to protect our natural resources. They fund the local police and fire stations, provide health clinics, 
and inspect restaurants for safety. They decide on library hours, administer Medicare and Medicaid, and 
make public transit happen (or not).   

How we vote – whether or not we vote – has consequences.  I urge you to read the literature you receive, 
but don’t stop there. Talk to the candidates, call them, go to their meet-and-greets, email them, and find 
the men and women who will represent you best.    In the Huntley precinct, a high turnout year brings 
about 1200 people to the polls. In a low-turnout year such as this one, the number could be HALF that.  
When there are so few ballots, elections are decided by handfuls of votes, and each ballot truly matters.  I 
encourage you to come out with me on Election Day, and celebrate our uniquely American right. 

 

Anna Urman 
Candidate, 43rd House District of Virginia 
anna@annaurman.com 
www.annaurman.com  
571-278-9548 
Flintstone Rd, Alexandria VA 
Twitter: @AnnaUrman    Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/UrmanAnna 
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Hawk Falters, Crashes onto Car 
 

August 28th  a juvenile Red Shoulder Hawk flew from above the houses near the woods, 
then faltered mid-way across Whetstone Road and crashed loudly onto the trunk of a 
car.   The family there held the injured hawk in a blanket for about an hour while awaiting 
Animal Control as the hawk seemed more comfortable being supported that way.  Animal 
Control thought the hawk did not have the normal amount of muscle over its breastbone, 
maybe indicating a problem with eating or food supply. 

  

Animal Control gave this hawk to The Wildlife Rescue League of Virginia and The Raptor 
Society of Metropolitan Washington, headed by Kent N. Knowles, in Falls Church.  All 
admissions are recorded, so five weeks later Mr. Knowles was able to verify that this Red 
Shoulder Hawk is still in their care.  There were no broken bones and it is eating 
well.   Mr. Knowles said they hope to release it around mid October. 

  

For similar raptor service, one can reach Mr. Knowles / Wildlife Rescue League and 
Raptor Society at 703-578-4729 or 703-578-1175.  They also provide educational talks 
with non-releasable raptors, and Falconry Techniques with raptors. 

  

Other Wildlife Rehabilitators treat specific animals such as rabbits, birds and deer.  To 
find a Rehabilitator in northern Virginia call The Wildlife Rescue League at 703-440-
0800 which will direct you to the type of rehabilitator you seek. 
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Find Vantage on the Web! 
Did you know that the Vantage community has a website?  Come visit us at www.vantagehoa.org.  In 
addition to providing minutes from Board meetings and sample disclosure package materials, the 
website sports a discussion forum and a calendar of upcoming events in the community.  We also post 
pictures from community events.  Learn about what’s going on in our community, find out when the 
next yard sale will be, or post questions or comments for neighbors to answer and discuss.  You can 
also download the latest issue of The Villager in full color!   

Vantage also has a presence on Facebook!  Join your neighbors in liking Vantage at 
www.facebook.com/vantageresidents.  It is intended as another way to share information:  post 
about services sought or offered like babysitting or dog walking; ask how-to questions or respond with 
recommendations; notify neighbors of good or bad experiences with contractors; or alert neighbors to 
crime or suspicious activities.   

Write for The Vil lager! ! 

Have you gone on an interesting trip lately?  Do you want to alert neighbors to an issue or concern that 
may affect them?  Is your child in a school play?  Tell the community about it!  If you have news you 
would like to share with the Vantage community, submit an article for a future issue to 
vantagevillager@yahoo.com.  All submissions will be reviewed by the editors and published subject to 
space available and subject matter. 
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Fall Haiku 

 
 
 

October maples –  
through so many colours 

so much light 
~Kathleen Basford 

 
 
 
 

stacking firewood 
scent 

of the old forest 
~Ruth Dallas 

 
 
 
 

stacking wood –  
maple trees 

the colour of fire 
~Ann Goldring 

 
 
 
 

cold hands 
deep in my pocket 

forgotten coin 
~Jackie Hardy 

 
 
 
 

Poetry Corner 

THE LAUGH BOX 
 
 
Q. What is a scarecrow's favorite fruit? 
A. Straw-berries! 
 
Q. What do witches put on their bagels? 
A. Scream cheese! 
 
Q. What's a monster's favorite play? 
A. Romeo and Ghouliet! 
 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/jokes/to

pics/time.shtml 

Community Calendar 
 

October 31 – Halloween 

November 1 – Daylight Savings Time Ends 

November 3 – Election Day 

November 11 – Veterans’ Day 

November 26 – Thanksgiving Day 
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The Villager is an independent publication for the enjoyment of current and prospective members of the Vantage Homeowners 
Association community.  The Villager is not affiliated with the Vantage Homeowners Association or its Board, and any views expressed 
herein are solely those of the author(s). 

Community Contact Information 
Board of Directors 
 
Hal Allen, President 
 E-mail:  hallen4409@aol.com 
 
Tony O’Connor, Vice President 
 E-mail: tonyoconnor1234@aol.com 
 
Earl Hughes, Treasurer 
 E-mail:  earlhughes@verizon.net 
 
Jane Rueger, Secretary 
 E-mail:  jane.robin@verizon.net 
 
Dave Balandrin, Director 
 E-mail: dave.balandrin@gmail.com 
 
Pat English, Director 
 E-mail:  pae630@verizon.net 
 
Stephanie Spika Hickey, Director 
 E-mail: nstephaniespika@gmail.com 
 
Stefanie Walter, Director 
 E-mail:  swalter.vantage@gmail.com 
 
Sel l ing Your Home? 
 
If you are planning to sell your home, you need to 
request a disclosure package from the Association.   
A written request should be mailed to the address 
below, including the current owners’ names, street 
address of the property, street address to which the 
disclosure package should be mailed, and a check for 
$50 payable to Vantage Homes Association.  Please 
permit a minimum of two weeks to process your 
request. 
Vantage Homes Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 6503 
Alexandria, VA  22306-0503 

Committees and Outreach 
 
Architectural Control 
 Stefanie Walter (swalter.vantage@gmail.com) 
 
Common Grounds & Environmental 
 Earl Hughes (earlhughes@verizon.net) 
 
Private Streets 
 Hal Allen (hallen4409@aol.com) 
 
Lee District Land Use Advisory 
 Elizabeth Tsui (202-280-9936) 
 
Vantage Website (www.vantagehoa.org) 
 Kalvin Miller (webmaster@vantagehoa.org) 
 
Welcoming 
 Karen Purdham, Chair (703-768-5594) 
 
Playground 

Dave Balandrin (dave.balandrin@gmail.com) 
 
Neighborhood Watch 
 [Vacant] 
 
Yard Sale 
 [Vacant] 
 
Adopt-A-Highway 
 Ed Boardman (703-768-1706) 
 

Vantage Needs You! 

Are you looking for a way to become more 
involved with your community?  As you can 
see, Vantage has several vacancies for 
committees that are important to making our 
community a vibrant and welcoming place.  
Let one of the Board of Directors know if you 
can help out!  


