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Welcome to the Vantage 
Villager Quarterly Newsletter

We hope you find the information 
throughout useful and informative. If 
you ever have an idea for an article, or 
any feedback you’d like to share, please 
contact the editor at:

 newsletter@vantagehoa.org 

All submissions will be reviewed by the 
editor and published subject to space 
available and relevant subject matter.

Vantage Online

Visit us at vantagehoa.org to find 
minutes from Board meetings, view 
sample disclosure package materials, 
and learn about what’s going on in our 
community. You can also send questions 
to the Board. 

Vantage on Facebook
Join us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/VantageHOA/
 

mailto:vantagevillager%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://vantagehoa.org
http://www.facebook.com/vantageresidents 
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That’s a Wrap: The Annual 
Community Vantage Picnic

The Vantage Homes Association held the 
annual Community Picnic on Saturday, 
September 11, 2021 at Swirly Slide Park.

On a bright, warm Saturday, September 
11, Swirly Slide Park was again the site 
of the Annual Picnic sponsored by the 
Vantage Home Owners Association – a 
welcome return after having to cancel in 
2020.

Erika and Dan King, Dagmara and 
Stephen Mayville, and others helped set 
up the tents, chairs, grill, bouncy house 
and more.

Anna Urman, the grill mistress, grilled 
100 tasty burgers and 100 tasty hot 
dogs for Vantage homeowners and their 
guests. 

The kids enjoyed bouncing in the 
cleanest bounce house ever.

The horse and pony rides were also hits. 
And then, a real surprise: the fire trucks. 
The firemen showed the kids and adults 
what was on the fire trucks and told them 
how many gallons of water the fire trucks 
carried.

Several dogs on leashes and their 
owners held an impromptu convention.

Thank you to the large number of 
Vantage residents who volunteered to 
set up and take down the bounce house, 
clean the grill, fold the tables, chairs 
and tents and haul the trash. Seven 
volunteers, giving it their all, were needed 
to load the deflated bounce room into the 
van for its return to A&A Rental.

We cannot wait for next year’s picnic.
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The Saga of the Coldbrooke 
Court Trench Repair: “Your 
expected wait time is 300 
minutes.”
By Jim McDonald, Board Member 
Vantage HOA

Recently a Coldbrooke Court resident 
complained to the Home Owner’s 
Association about a lousy trench cutting 
across Coldbrooke Court’s concrete 
street. Reportedly, in April 2018, 
almost three and a half years ago, the 
Coldbrooke Court concrete street was 
jack-hammered and a trench dug across 
it so that a gas line could be installed for 
a residence. The gas line was installed 
but the trench was never properly 
repaired.   

 Anyone could see that the depressed 
trench was improperly backfilled and 
compacted. Globs of low quality asphalt 
sat atop dirt. Many residents had to 
bouncingly drive over the depressed 
trench every day, jarring their cars and 
themselves. 
 
I was concerned that stresses on the gas 
line could cause a dangerous leak and 
I was also concerned about damage to 
cars.  So, I called Washington Gas and 
got the message “Your expected wait 
time is 300 minutes.” I got no return call.  
Then I drafted a letter to Washington Gas 
that complained that the trench repair 
was unacceptable. I took the letter to the 
Washington Gas Offices on Industrial 
Road in Springfield to hand deliver it and 
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to get an acknowledgement-of-receipt 
signature.
 
Getting someone to come to the 
Washington Gas headquarters door took 
a while.  But finally, someone came: 
a Security Guard. The Security Guard 
claimed that there were no Washington 
Gas employees in the building and she 
refused to accept or sign for my letter.    
I complained to the Guard about the 
unavailability of Washington Gas and, 
as an example, I offered that I had tried 
calling Washington Gas only to be told 
“your expected wait time is 300 minutes.”    
The Security Guard quickly said “Oh, no, 

that is wrong.  The wait time is 7 hours 
(420 minutes.)”
 
Humbled, I filed a complaint with the 
Division of Public Utility Regulation of the 
Virginia State Corporation Commission 
in Richmond. My complaint described 
the trench problem and the solution.   
Suddenly Washington Gas became 
responsive.  A representative contacted 
me within a day.  I told him that that 
durable Portland cement concrete, not 
asphalt, had to be used.
 
The concrete repair was completed 
October 15.  

General Reminders

Dues Updates: For the HOA to be 
properly positioned to promote the 
recreation, health, safety, and welfare 
of the residents of our community via 
the Common Areas as set forth in our 
community’s Declaration of Covenants, 
the board must collect sufficient annual 
dues to cover the costs of improvement 
and maintenance for the Common Areas. 
Due to inflation, the dues collected 
this year will not stretch as far as they 
did when the rate was originally set. 
Therefore, effective with the 2022 dues 
invoices, the board will raise the base 
rate by $5. The 2022 annual dues will 
be $70 per year ($94 per year for private 
street homeowners). Thereafter, the 

base rate for annual dues will receive an 
inflationary adjustment every five years, 
consistent with the US Bureau of Labor 
Consumer Price Index for the preceding 
5-year period, rounded to the nearest 
whole dollar. 

You can also pay your dues online using 
our new online portal. 

Save the Date! The next Spring 
Community Yard Sale will take place on 
Saturday, April 23rd at 8 AM. Roll up your 
sleeves and sell that clutter or look for 
bargains from your neighbors.

Trash and Recycling Bins: Please 
remember to abide by our community 
rule regarding trash, recycling, and other 

https://vantagehoa.org/pay-dues/
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refuse containers: “Refuse or recyclable 
material for collection shall be placed at 
the curb no earlier than the evening prior 
to the scheduled pick-up day. Refuse/
recycling containers shall be removed 
from the curb as soon possible on the 
pick-up day but not later than 24 hours 
after being set out. During other times, 
refuse and containers shall be out of sight 
(in garage/backyard/fenced) as viewed 
from the front of the house.”

Maintain Clear Sidewalks: Help keep 
the Vantage community a lovely place for 
walking and enjoying outdoor activities by 
trimming vegetation back from sidewalks. 
Many of our community members enjoy 
jogging or walking with children and pets. 
Please ensure your sidewalks are free 
from tree and brush overgrowth.

As you complete yard work this spring, 
take some time to trim a little extra buffer 
from any bushes or trees lining our 
community walkways. It can be difficult 
or dangerous for some of our neighbors 
to navigate closer to the curb or step into 
the street to avoid obstructed pathways. 
Do the right thing and make sure your 
sidewalk is pedestrian friendly! 

If you need assistance maintaining some 
of the vegetation on your property, please 
do not hesitate to ask on the community 
Facebook group, Nextdoor, or by 
reaching out to the VHA Board (board@
vantagehoa.org).

mailto:board%40vantagehoa.org?subject=
mailto:board%40vantagehoa.org?subject=

